
AN IN 'RVIEH ,lITH t10ISE T;)H MBE 

n j ill1e 30, 196L , the Congo will have C omple t.ed its fourth year as 


an iroepement sta te. This anni versary has -pa rtic ular s ignificance t his 


year , for on J une 30, 196L the Loi ondame nta te (Basic Len;), wh 'ch has 


be en t , e l e gal f ol..U'lia t 'on for A r esent Con .olese government, e xpires. 


It is a lso the day on which the Uni ted Nati ons is sched l ed to w't r aw 


from the Congo. It t a ke s l i ttle i ma ' na t i on, the r e or e , to ealize that 


,&11 i s suo e r will be as impcr tan t for th Congo as wa s the fat ful sommer 


of 1960. 


Nany thi n s have ha n e ned d ur in"" t.he e four years, not the l east of 


~~ 
which W8'8 th e emer ence of one of t he mos t d yna ' c ooli t i cal rers '"l!1a::. ities 

of ~l~e, Dr. Hoise Tshombe, President of the t'rovince of KatanGl'a. Few 

men have r isen to wcrld ,[)r or'linence as qu:d:ckly and d rama t i cal y a s r es ' d ent 

Tshombe , aOO certaj nly no other a nti-Communist l e ade r outs i d e t he United 

States has a ttra ted a s great am e nthus iasti c a all owi ng amon g a n t i -Commun ' s t s 

VIA "-tL~ e..&u.~ ~ D......, . ­
a.8 ~ DiP. Tg~mbe. ~ ~ I 6-1Id.....'j It"v- n ..~ -t~ 

It t<J'as 1,ri th these t h oughts in mind tha t this writer went to hadrid 

woj *~the TI n H ed 

PC1.tA .. ~ 
duri n g t he \oJ'eek of r'1ay 18th to intervi ew '\;.he griY.d man a nd f' nd out what he 

is now doing and wha t his role is likely to b e uring the Congo's new eriod 

of crisis. 
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The key t o e verthing which has happened in the Congo since the UN' s 

las t assault on Kata n ga was Ts hombe ' s a cceptance of t he U Thant Pl an Ibn 

De cember 2, 1962, wh "ch e rrled Ka tanga 's secession . Wha t was t he U Thant 

Plan? It was a nrop osal put f orth by the Secre t a r y General of the Un; ted 

Nations, calling for the creat ion of a Feder a l sys t em in t he Congo vTher egy 

the Provinces r.r ould cede t o the Leopoldville Government certain limit ed 

powers, retaining f or themselves a good deal of local autonomy. The Paan-­

.Jh i ch was to be guaranteed by the gove r 1f!l8nts of Great Brita i n, Bel git:un and 

th , United States i n i ts :iJtad.tt:wH hones t implementa t on--had been senti to 

Presi nt Tshombe on August 2L, 1962 . U Thant had gi ven shombe t en days i n 

which to a ccept it. HGTever , it wasn I t until ecembe 2, 1962 that Tshombe 

acc e nted the Plan . The reas on for the delay? The Plan require~ Katanga to 

impl ement its side of the a e ement (s render of its s oy eignty) kK~tk« 

wi t hout any guarantee t hat t he Cent r a l Gover rurent wo d honor i ts SO e of 

the bar ga in. Certa Only, j u:igin f r om ast eX"'erie ce, the Ks tangans had no 

r eas on to nut treir trus t in the United Nations or the leo oldville Gover nment 

T;fhich had a lready tried once to destroy them... '-l:ryt llJ:l SUCG~5Bfw.ly . But Ts hombe 

\.;as subjec ted to unbelievable rr essures from ma ny sources to acee t the Plan . 

Sena tor Dcxid, Tshombe I s mos t elequent e ender " 1 the United tates Sena te, 

had s urrendered to Pr es . Kennedy's pressure and ur d Tshombe to accep t the 

Plan . Lord Home of Great Br i tain wrote to Tshombe assuring him that t he Plan 

liould be guaranteed by Her Maj esty' s Gover nment. Tshombe I s best frie rx:l s in 

the United States, Bel gium am ~ngland ¥'er e IIllC enl Os ted by their respective 

governments to urge Ts hcmbe t o acee t the Ian. And l ast but not leas t , our 
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own Pres. ' ennedy Bent eor ge McG"ee to Elizabe t hvi lle 1d t h h i s own per sonal 

~ssage assuring Tshombe that the Unit ed States Government would uara ntee 

the :bI f ull an d honest impl ementation of the U Thant Plan. 

Thus , on December 2 , 1962, President Tshombe acc epted the U Tha nt Plan,~~ 

for~ ending Katanga 's secession . However , Tsh ombe's impl eme n tation 

of t he Pl an was too slow for the Un ,ted Nations, whi ch then s ta ged i t s final 

8,nd bloa:liest assault on Ka tanga durin Chris tmas of 1962. This ruthless a nd 

brutal attack farced Tshornbe to accep t an i mmediate , uncond i tional i lementation 

of all of tIE Plan's provisions vith only a per guarantee t ha t the Centra l 

Government .,ould uphol d its s ' de of the a greement. From then on, Ka tanga was 

virtually occupied terri t ory. Corrliti ons r a pidly deteriorated , a m. t he 

economic and s 0c' a l chaos which Tshombe am hi s gav r ent had struggled so 

hard t o p revent fr om coming, s p r ead. t hr ou out Ka tanga like a l ague. 

Finally, Tshombe fell victim to a poisoning plot, am was f ereed to f l y t o 

Euro . e to save his life. Months later, f ully recov er ed, Tshombe is once more 

deeply i nv olved i n the polit i cal life of t he C0ngo. Although h is base is 

Madrid, where he main tains an office in a quie t resid entia l area, he keeps i n 

close touch with the day_ by-day happenin gs in the Congo . As t he Con go c r i sis 

d e e ens and the t h reat of Comnmist terroris m be cone s more ser i ous , Tshombe 

s till offers the anti-Corranuni s ts the l eaderShip they need. No other political 

fi gure i n t h e 6ongo enjoys his nresti ge or his p opula rity. But so far, t he 

tat e Department has giv en eve ry irrlicatl.on t ta t it prefe rs c haos to anti ­
,P!Y VOl bwn 

Communis m. Will Tsh ibe be given the c hance to f arm a new/gov elrnlTlent ' n 

Leopoldville ? We shall know the answer t o t his quest' on ilIxtl:m:xmoct~mmn 

fairl y s oon . ~-uu. ;'ttvJ. Q--.~] v..~ ~'y.k.) ~~ 1~-1 L~ a-l...:i...J­

~ 00-.. ~ 6-j (//Ih . ~~~ ~ . 
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Do you beli....e that :tlomootillxl<!"""""""l' it Wi~oSSible to 
,/ 

a free Ka tanga ? 

I have a.hrays been goverm'1ent, as exem l i f ied by 


the United Sta.tes. 1 of the tution of Kata.nga 


foresaw a Federation other sta.tes of the Si nce the U 


by rrrJ declara tim lL, 1963, acce co~lete a lication 

since then our goal has b defined: to see realized 


the reco a Federal X(J[H sta e in the Congo in w ich Kat!J n~ 


will i rrl its place. 


IS THE SECESSI N F KA TAN nA NOW A CLOSED CHA PTER .LN T HE HISTOR THE D NGO. 

On numerous occasions, I have solemnly declared that the secession of 

Katan is a closed affair. It no l on er exis ts. 

Th,e Congo, by .Jay of the U.N. ym ich used a gigantic war machine in 

Katan ga , has obtajned "i'i'1-tat it l'lanted: no so m'ch to get rid of a "secession" 

(which Has rurelya political nroblel'l) but to reduce Katanga am all of 

't:i~ '~ its inhabitants to the m alan:!. material level of misery wh "C' · s no'l-l tim 

~ throughout:, all of the r e gions of the f or m! r Be l gi an Congo. The U 

Thant Plan was only an i ns trume nt to accelerate an:!. justify the u},l.ir'ate 

trial of force in Katan ga and the des truction of the ent~re economic-social 

str~cture af Katanga . It is the refore a c losed chanter of history. ltJhat we 

must concern ourselves with tcrlay--and a ll of my efforsts are n irected tm-ard 
Nd. 

tha t end--is the recons tr c tian of the entire Congo .. ~gt G1''lly Kata ·~~. 
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ry WEA T ~S BECOME OF THE U THA NT PLAN? 

The U Thant Plan, ike every pr6j ect b la.w for t he Congo which has lu.4 X 
ad gi RatSQ ~ 
~ outside t he Congo, will te des t i ned t o a i l l e . Since 

~~~-
the failure of the ~ist:®~ )revi s ' onal ba-sj c 1aw"drawn un by our 

hL~.4. .....~,""..h.~ ~ 

former c olonizer, it ha s been demostrated that only an a gre ement 'sew~ 

the Congol ese themselve s is possible. The pr oof of t his i s that all of 

the Congol ps e lea er s who got t ogethe r a t Br a zzaville suc ceeded in 

armving at an und erstaO:i ing wi th one ant)'bher . Foreign influences 

subseqe.ently intervered , thus des t.rnying t h e f i rst r es ts of a genu" ne 

reconciliation . At the T'resent moment , t he U Thant Plan has been argotten . 

Leopoldv ' lle uses i t only 'lin r are instanc ~ s wren i t wan t s to 'ustif y i t s 

policy tCMa rd Katanga . 

WHY HA VEN 'T THE UNITED N TI NS I NSlbTED THA T THE LEOPOUl V1 LLE G\.NERNMENT 

1 1P NT THE U THA T PIAN? 

The Un ted Nati ons have much t oo often demnstrated . at they wer e 

compi telyat t he dispos ' ti ~n of the Congolese Central GovernFent . 

Besides , I am convinced that if cer tain elements w' thin the United 

Nations had dared t o loyall y implement the plan in t s entir ety, there 

would have been an imIJledia t e opnosing reaction froJll. the ~fr As i 4" an bloc . 
""'" 

I n sh ort , the UN has 'Out i tself entirely at the serv" cs of the Congolese 

goverIlJ!l.ent" carri.es out its Ol"ders and , par d axically, declares that it 

cannot interfere i n t he i nter na l a.ffairs of t he Congo "Then i t i s a na.:tter 

or impl ementin g an:!. respe cting t he nroposals 0 t he Plan . 
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WHY VENI T THE GUARE TEEING PCWERS~'*GitEAT BRITA I N, THE UNITED .:>TATES AND 

BE LGIUM--SEEN TO IT THAT THE PLAN WAS IMP >lENTED ? 

In the rare instances when the governments of these three nati ons have 

orotes ted the non-applicati rIO of the Thant Plan, they have c ome up 

a gainst the on osition of tre Central Government. In addi.tion, one 
~JL.) 

mus t not overlook that very owerful economic inte r e::; ts are at gMJ,e. 

I a SSUllle t herefore quite sim ly, but wi th great bitterness, t hat 

jt:.stice and honesty are scuttled when f i nc i a l i nt,f're s t be c ontes 

primordial. 

DO YOU THINK THAT THE U THAN T PLAN WAS Ci IMP LY ONE OF MANY CYNICAL . SURE:S 

TA KES TO HELP OUR .ENEMIES TAIIE CO TROL OF KA TA GA '? " 

I believe t h at the U '.i.'hant Plan, i n t he e yes of t hose who concei ved vi-­

ani guaranteed it, constituted sinnly a :tD'ft tria.l baloon, a mea ns of 
-~ 

a.ttenroting to impose an agreement. -~~' 
But, i n order .f6r t;.Rore to be a rec ')nc iliation of a ny kim , the 

certa ' nly 
parties involved must rJE.ve sone notion of f air olay. Thi s , mR~ 

was not the case in res pe ct to certain Congolese a l-.thor Hdes who ooenly 

declared their intention of taking c ontral of Ka ta ga us i , .,rha tever 

means they could. 
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B.AS THE COORAL GOVERNHENT RE PE CTED T HE At .'TY PR MISED TO POLITICAL 

PRIDSONERS I JA IARY 1963? 

The gene ral amnesty, w~ · ch waS incl ud ed in l he 'U Thant Pl an, has ever 

been put into practice. Thousands of Congolese are still s uffering 

because of t his. }If.any have had to leave t e count y, ani rre.ny ~ 

others who have wanted to leave have not been a ble to obtain nass orts, 

which was one of their rirhts under the amne sty. 

WILL THE UNIT NAT I ONS TROOPS lEA VE THE CONGO IN JUNE 1964; IF SO, WHAT 

DO YOO THINK -lILL 13E THE RESULTS? 

I have hopes t hat this vrithdrawal ....rill ~ create a. s i t ua tion in "Thich 

we Africa ns will be left to resolve aur roblems a ng ~ ourselves . 

At the 5 a me ti!lle, -tjB leaetft;e-1 I ~t ~ social adjustments will take 

place and I a gree with General Mobutu who ha s declared that the withdrawal 

of the UN might cause some eruotO ns of violence. However, I wa nt to 

emphasize tha t t he interverrti on of the UN in the Congo hae b tJen a compl e t e 

failure, financially, ';;clitically, and most serious of all from the human 

point of ~ view, and th i s has been true all over t he Congo . Besides, 

the 1l'8.intenance of these trooos on our soil has only a ded to the degradation 

of our country. Even .lith the rresnce of :tlxm: UN orces, tribal vlarfare 
~) 

has broken out, and insurrectional rnovenva nts have been l;;>or~ am are i m os i n g 

their rei gn of terror fr om one end of the Congo to the othe r. 
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ARE P LITICAL ARRESTS STILL TAKING PLA CE IN THE CO GO? 
, 

Such arrests take place daily in the Congo. The ;~etext is l:sed 

to deprive those of liberty who hold views different fr om t hose i mo osed 

by the Central Government. For example, I k~ow that several members of 

~~tc 
my household have been arres ted for the sale reason that they ~pkeel foI' 

mc. I have received no news at all from some of them. And Hha t is ha '''ening 

among those clo e to me is han~ening to many others in every region of 
even 

the Congo. In Leo ol dville, notably, they have/arrested and i mprisoned 

D1lJI[ those news par er editors who have dared publish the truth concerning 

the present si tua t i on. Freedom of opininn no long exists; it is stifled 

by the fear of arres t, a rrl even me f ear of viiblence and murd er. Everyday 

\ole hear of arrests of Dolitical leaders. nly a few days a go "Ie learned 

of the murder of boc sevt:ral political !HTsonal 't i es in North Katanga by 

the so-ca l ed forces of order. 

WILL GENERAL EIE CTIO S B HEW I THE CONGO AFTE TH Li El>A RT URE OF ilN ED

If NATIONS ~CRCES? 

Accordin::: to the provisions of th e new Cons t i t ,tion wh ' ch Ha s drawn 

up at Luluabourg, general elections are the 'Jretically suoposed to take 

place. They have been promised several times by the Central Government. 

In Ule climate Ylhich now nrevails in the Congo, I doubt that these 

elActions will take place freely. 
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I S THERE AN Y P IUTY THA T THESE ErECTIONS WI LL TA KE 

It is d ifficult to conceive ~ of free am legal elections 

at a time when the governme rt '~cting outsid e of legality. All 

of our Deople a e mew ed ive in neace, and before 
vcF.ti-d-­

sendinrt: is absoletely ne c frt~t4cal 

WHA'E WERE THE RESn LTS OF THE CONSTITUTI NA L COMMISS ION 'S WORK IN LUWABOURG? 

!o 
I do n ot have great confidence in the xes Constitution wh~~h was 

drawn up in Luluabourg. In the f irst nlace , 11he c on i tions under which 

the Constitution was put toge t her astound me : t hey were not democr ati c 

am the men who were involved did not repr e s, ent the cmmtry. In the 
~ 

secOI"rl place , one must ask oneself t his : ,,-the Con gol ese aut h r i t ies have 

never res nected anything, neit r the ~ .F~amentalh13ai1; I; w), ~ 
he a greeI11ents of Brazz.aville, of Tananarive a n::! of Coqullhatville, nor 

the U Tbant Plan; \-lha t chance i s thEre that they will respect the defr ees 
.~S~ ,~~ 

of the Constitution which ..(DFQ€Ono.is~ a or es jdent lal r e gi me whi ch l imits 
. ~ '\. 

<-~L ee;;:a--} parlementary owe rs? E"'eR }liGre , such a s ol ution i s not a 

formula a propriate to the aspi rati ons of our ne oDle and does not s erve 

political figur es inthe Congo 

co e to Only on such 

be e to recreate a 1,al uab l e a nd s olid polit cal system wh ch will 

to create coo i dence i n t he pe onle am. enabled them to once more 

normal -. i.ves. 

in the intere st~ of the co~ntry . 
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Consit in the course of 

a referendtnn. I know what the Congolese cannot b f' in accord/.ltth the 
a 

pr:i.nciples of irlm Constitution wh' ch goes so clearly against :b!~ our 

of thinking and the democratic ideas which we hav "! ac 'red • 
. ~~ 

I r nd it diff icult to see hOH snch a r e ime ~ace~ 
A 
a-2.V~1-I 

·-.gat:is£ ad:lon the ~ ~rrlamenta1~) wh ' ch ~ of a ovisi onal 
/' 

na ture b:ut ,it i ch had been drawn ;4tp on t h e ha s is of r eality a rrl long
) 

ex erience f or the whole of the Congolese terri t ory with a veaH to 


sa t s fying all the pe o Ie . 


WHY ID 'IRE U ITED NATI ONS DIVIDE UP THE PR0VINCES OF THE CONGO I TO SMALLER 

PH VINCES AFTER THE ATTACK AGAINST KATA ~GA ? 

The Jni ted Nati ons only had a ~ pass ' v a res ons ibilit y in this affa ir . 

The Govern ent in Le opoldville dec' ded to divide up the rovinces i nto 

24 smaller provi nces in order to ge<& rid of certa' n Pa rliame t a r i a ns who 

mm:« ~ them in the two legishtive chamb er s and a.lso in order to 

U J ~ j

take or(:awe rs [wider\than t hes e . ven to them by the ;{'rrlaJ'Ilf' lIt a1# ~ 

(ba sic hm) vo ted b y the Bel ' an Pa r l iament. 

As f ar as Katanga '\o;as c oncerned , t i s Tl\3.neurver c ons tit uted 0.) 

an incontestabl e violation oi the U Th;mt Plan, (2) a move a ga ' n t my 

ooul8.rity, and (3) a disorganizat'; on of the AdT'li i strati on wh; ch ne r mitted 

the Cen a1 Gover rnne rrt to ille gal ly assume s e cial powers, such a s s ending 

Res ident Mini s ter lLEO to Eli zabethvi Ie . 
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/i , WHA T IS THE PRESENT POLITICAL YSTEM IN THE CONGO? 

The Congo, until the next Referendum, has no p oli tica l s ystem at all. 

The Fundamental .L.aw is used whenever i t s er ve th ; nterests t he 

Central over run nt; whe n -1 t doesn I t s erve t hem, it' s viol ated . 

~.AT I S THE PRESENT SIT TI1) 
The pre s ent s i t uation in Ka tanga is catastro hiq on every l evel : 

politically, economically, fin~ ncial y and soc ial ly. The pnrchas ' ng 
decli '-ed 

pGler of the African has ~~Ii 60% since J a nuar y 1963. Because 
IY{' 

inmaL Ka tanga has been rl i vided int o t hree new pr ovi nces, the local 
" 

Admi. stra tion has been c ornDlet~ dis orga nized , r oads are no l onger 

m:l intai ned , and s everal regiot'lJ3 a r e a c t ually i solat ed . Basic necess ' ties 

are constantly lacking, a nd the deva uat on of thp ~ngolese franc has 

only aggravated t he situation . Doctors are becoTTling more am more scarce, 

to the point were only lout of L6 doctors in Elizabeth lIe remain . 

These 12 must serve a nODulati on of 300, 000 people . In 1- e interior, 
e.­

there are Draetially no doc tors , a ni medic ines a r e equa ... ly l ack'ng . 
. 1\ 

Young girl s are now obli ged to bee e r ost ' tutes -n order t o sUP t 

their f a milies. As fa r as j us t ' ce i s c oncerned , out of L5 magist.r.qtes, only 

7 remai n, and v ything ' s a r bitBnry. 
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DO THE PEOPLE OF U TANGA STI LL SUPPOR T Yoo ? 

Not onl y e neople of Ka tanga supnort me , but t he majorit y of the 

entir e Congoles e opulati on supnor ts me complet ely . I have bec ome 

in t heir eyes a symbol of peace ani pr osper ity.~ 
I 

' ~~/ I F YOi RETURNED TO T CCNCO AT PRESENT au YOUR FREEDOM BE ENDANGERED? 
. I~ 

Since 
I The Congol es e gover nment has not kept its ;'lord in i mplementing a general 

amnesty, I do not bel ieve t hat I wodd be able to enjoy freedOOl of movement 

if I were t here now, particularly with the s it lla ti on being ../hat it is . 

/1 j" HW DO yen SEE T YE ")ITTJATI ON TIl THE r. ~GO FROt Y(~ R VANTA E POINT I N MADRED? 

\l#" l kent 
I am/t ormed day by day as to \-1 m t is going on in the entire Congo, 

and ther e s no doub t that the people have no confide"nee in the author1. taes . 

The peonle are rerticularly angry at those f nreign governments who 
d.t 

SUDnort Adoula who has set himself up as ",dictator, having v· olated a l l 

legality by susp~nding t e two houses of Parl'a~nt on Septembpr 29, 1963 . 
f)- J..a.t,J 

This was a clear violation of the ga .r qn:larnental~ (Besi:c. fi:m )-. Those 

Par liamentar i ns who tested W~ e arrested or fled to Brazzaville where 

t ey have created a National Committee of Liberat jon cOlTtpletely cnntrolled 

by the Communis ts . 
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o 10 YO!] LIKE TO I S T HE. NIT ED STATES ? 

.~~ 
Na trually! ~ the merican gOY r ru ent granted. me a isa., My grea t -s t 

t\ 

desire DJldd:xk is to go to too United ta-:,tS where I have many, many 

rip-ms , pa. ticularly because I was brought up by l-1ethooist ;iSSionaries 

!Om: a t a t:i me when all the yissionaries were Arner' cans . For 18 years 

I was an active manber of the Conference of Metho1ist Hiss ions. I am, 
con 1 sing 

as you know, a MethOOist . In fact, "n 1935, a ter ~ II\Y 

Biblical stu:Ues I was offered a scholarsh ' p ' n the Un ted ~tates J 

ut the Belgian autborioies were categor ' eal y agamast t e idea . The 

Belgians fe lle always pa rticularly suspic ous of me because of my 

attacbrrtent t the Arner ' cans . Id d vis i t the United States in 1960 

am, r e tain ~ pleasant memories of that trip. 

OLITICAL ARRESTS STI.....1 TA KE ING GO? 

t i ll i n nrison w' t hout trtal. 

Congol es e , a r e a r rested , if 

Several news pape s ~ly een suppressed , 

notably IA SEMAlNE, and rrany others . 

The t rade als o a r not as ea lng In North Katanga , 

they hav the mo t important a 

"'hom was M. Mwarnba IlOO17a Pr aper, Provincial Assembly of 

Nor th Katanga . 

~
. 
DOFS r,m . ADO IA ASPIRE TO BECOME DI CTATJR OF THE r. GO? 

A 

~ 
He is ¥- al r eady. 



----

During the course of the interview with P re sident Ts h ombe I was able to 

observe a man who had been through the , very worst that any polit i cal leader 

could go through, yet who, despite all of this, retained an optimis m, a charm 

and an affability to marvel at. During the les s formal moments of our conver sa­

tion -President Tshombe related ll£HX events of the Katanga war as only h e , w ho 

was in the center of it all, could ~«x relate them: with hum:or, with d e tail, 

with a sense of tragedy. He was bewildered by an America which contraa:1iicted 

everythin g he had been taught by the American missionaries, bewildered like so 

many other s all over the world who have tried to fathom the minds of Dean Rusk, 

.,( -~ 

Averell ; Harriman and Jack Kennedy. The ~ real tr agedy, howeved. we:tt 

that Tshombe JRIIt;:.bI..-- what every American p1issionary hopes his pupil w ill 

become, a guardian and upholder of ChriJrtian ;values. It is ironic- that these 

very val ue s 

It j s san a.s-well as- i-remic that it js thea.e very Chr is tian values whi ch Ts hombe 

gle a ned from his American teachers should be what 
• ."J- It:..- , 

and th *.n Me value s made him anathema to our State Department.
/' A 
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